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Oliver Twist

Brutally realistic, scathing in its exposure of contemporary crueltiesy et also
touching andfunny, Oliver Twist is a thrilling rags-to-riches story, bustling
with vibrant characters and the teeming street life of mid-Victorian London.

Welcome to the Windmill Players’ 2005 winter production on the ev e of
Charles Dickens’ birthday.

Charles Dickens was born in Portsmouth on
;. 7t February 1812, the second of eight
"3 children. His father was imprisoned for debt
and Charles was sent to work in a blacking
warehouse at the age of twelve. He received
little formal education, but taught himself
shorthand and became a reporterfor the
Morning Chronicle.

Dickins’ first novel, The Pickwick Papers,
was published in 1836-37 and after a slow
start became a publishing phenomenon.
The next novel Dickens wrote was the story
of Oliver Twist.

Born in a workhouse, Oliv er, ay oung orphan, knows only hunger andfear
under the ty rannical care of Mr. Bumble the Beadle. Following a terrifying
apprenticeship to an undertaker, he escapes to London where he is taken in
by the miserly Fagin and his lightfingered gang, among them the wily Artful
Dodger, who teach him a new trade — theft. Oliver'sfate, howev er, is not to
be corrupted by the sinister criminal underworld; his f uture lies with the
comfort and kindness of those he hasy et to meet.

Oliver Twist has been adaptedfor the stage and screen many times, none
more famously than Lionel Bart’s 1960 musical Oliver!, which started in
London’s West End, moved onto Broadway and eventually, in 1968, made
into a film starring Ron Moody, Harry Seacombe and Oliver Reed.

The story of the original novel is considerably simplified for the purposes of
the musical, with Fagin being represented more as a comic character than
as avillain, and large portions of the latter part of the story being completely
left out.

The Windmill Players’v ersion is a similarly simplified adaptation of the
original nov el, featuring some, but nat all, of the songs from the musical.
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Cast - In order of appearance - e
For this years’ production, The Windmill Players have a massive cast ;4’;‘:{’20'1 in ‘Mrs. Miggins’

of 27, playing 40 characters between them!
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LIVER GUIISTGY

Act 1

Scene 1: Workhouse dining room

“Food Glorious Food’

“Oliver, Oliver

Scene 2: Outside the Workhouse gates

Mr. Bumble meets with Mr. Sowerberry, the unde rtaker.
Scene 3: Sowerberry’s funeral parlour

Mr. Bumble delivers Oliver to the Sowerberrys, but Mrs. Sowerberry doesn’'t seem too impressed.
“Where is Love?

Scene 4: Road to London

Oliver meets Mr. Jack Dawkins AKA - The Artful Dodger

“ Consider Yourself

Scene 5: Fagin’s:attic room

Dodger introduces Oliverto Fagin and the pickpockets

“Pick a Pecket or Twd'

Scene 6: The Three Cripples Tavern

Sikes meets.Fagin outside the local tavem to discuss ‘business
“My Name”

“Oom Pah Pal’

If you would like to get involvedwith The Windmill Players,
either on the stage or behind the scenes, please call either:

Pat Pymer, Chairperson: (01993) 882848

Jo Reichmann, Secretary: (01993) 883132

Or check out the website: www.windmillplayers.co.uk

Act 2

Scene 1: Fagin’s Attic Room

Nancy and Bet are introduced to the new.‘lodger — Oliver.

“Anything For You'

“Be Back Soort’

Scene 2:Streefs of London

Oliver on his first job" with the Dodger and Charley.

Scene 3: Fagin’s Attic Room

Dodger retums to-tell Fagin of Oliver's amest.

Scene 4: Courtroom

Oliver appears before the notorious Mr. Fang in court.

Scene 5: Fagin’s attic room

Sikes, Fagin, Nancy, Bet and the pickpocketsiplan how to get Oliver back from Brownlow.
“As Long as He Needs Me”

Scene 6: Brownlow’s house

Oliveris sent to deliver some books, much to-the surprise of Brownlow's fiend, Mr. Grimwig.
Scene 7: Fagin’s Attic Room

Oliver s retumed-to Fagin by Sikes after snatching him during his emand.
Scene 8: Brownlow’s-house

Mr..And Mrs. Bumble tell ‘Brownlow of Olivers history.

Scene 9: Fagin’s Attic Room

Fagin tells-Sikes something he didn’twant to hear.

“Reviewing the Situaior’

Scene '10: Fagin’s Attic Room (next morning)

Sikes, desperate and-on the runretums to Fagin for help.

*Consider Yourself (reprise)’



